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Call for Papers and Presentations 

For more information, see  the MidSouth Sociological Association’s website at:: 

www.midsouthsoc.org 

Send abstracts to one of the session organizers at:   

http://www.midsouthsoc.org/conference/2014-mssa-conference-call-for-

papers/ 

  Deadline for submissions is  September 26, 2014. 

Sessions include but are not limited to:   

 Inequality/Stratification 

 Race/Ethnicity  

 Gender/Sexuality 

 Crime/Law/Deviance 

 Social Movements   

 Environmental    

 Culture  

 Health/Aging 

 Family 

 Religion 

If you are uncertain where to send your abstract contact the program chair, Dr. 

Anita Bledsoe-Gardner  at midsouthsoc@gmail.com. 

The 40th Annual MSSA Conference (Sociology and Globalization:  Exploring Diversity, Paradigmatic Shifts and Critical 

Frameworks from a Social Context) will be hosted at the Renaissance Riverview Plaza Hotel located in downtown Mobile 

at 64 S Water Street.  Mobile boasts of historical presence and the finest cuisine in the South with an impressive flare. In 

addition to the stimulating sessions, Anita Bledsoe-Gardner has an impressive itinerary of events including a reception on 

Wednesday and Thursday evenings, breakfasts Thursday- Saturday (complimentary for the first 50 guests), and  an ex-

quisite annual banquet. And back by popular demand, MS State University will host the best party in the land.    

http://www.midsouthsoc.org/


MID-SOUTH SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 

  

2014 GRADUATE STUDENT  

“PAPER OF DISTINCTION” AWARD 
 

The Mid-South Sociological Association invites the submission of student papers for the annual Gradu-

ate Student Paper Session and “Paper of Distinction” Award. The award process is open to graduate 

students who are members, or become members, of the Mid-South Sociological Association. Among 

the papers submitted, an award will be presented to any paper that is reviewed and evaluated as pos-

sessing a high level of originality and significant potential for contribution to the discipline. If such a 

paper is so identified, the author(s) will be presented with a “Paper of Distinction” award at the MSSA 

Banquet. The award will also include editorial review assistance from suitable persons so identified by 

the Vice President in coordination with the Editors of Sociological Spectrum. 

 

Rules for the 2014 Award Process 

 

Papers may be submitted by the graduate student or nominated by faculty, but in any case, each paper 

must be accompanied by a cover letter requesting consideration for the Graduate Student “Paper of 

Distinction” Award. The letter must include the title of the paper, author(s) of the paper, the school af-

filiation, telephone number, and email address of the author(s). In addition, author(s) must submit the 

name and contact information of a faculty sponsor from their institution.  The author’s name and title 

of the paper should be included on the title page only in order to prepare for an anonymous judging 

process. The title of the paper must be repeated at the top of the first page of the text. Additionally: 

♦  The maximum length of an eligible paper shall be 25 double spaced pages of text, not counting 

abstract, reference, tables, and figures. 

♦  Papers may be co-authored with a maximum of three student authors, but no faculty. 

♦  Papers must not have been submitted for publication prior to submission for award consideration. 

There are additional instructions available at:  http://www.midsouthsoc.org/opportunities/graduate-

paper-of-distinction/ 

 

Papers should be submitted as a Word document by email to Dr. Rodger Bates, Vice President, MSSA at 

rodgerbates@clayton.edu  by July 31, 2014. If you have any questions regarding the competition, please feel 

free to contact Dr. bates at the email address above or by phone at (678) 466-4647 

 

To receive full recognition for participation, submission must meet deadlines and participants must be 

members of MSSA,  registered for the annual meeting, present their papers, and attend the banquet at 

the 2014 Annual Meeting in Mobile, AL  

Students are strongly encouraged to seek faculty advice prior to submission of papers. 

mailto:rodgerbates@clayton.edu


2014 UNDERGRADUATE  

STUDENT PAPER COMPETITION 
 

The Mid-South Sociological Association invites the submission of student papers for its annual under-

graduate student paper competition. The competition is open to students in the Mid-South Region and 

to other undergraduate students who are members or become members of the Mid-South Sociological 

Association. A prize of $50 will be awarded for the best paper. The authors of the papers selected will 

be presented with certificates of merit after presentations of papers at the 2014 MSSA Annual Meeting.  

Each of the submissions will be evaluated by a committee of scholars based on (1) originality, (2) con-

tribution or potential contribution to the discipline, (3) clarity of arguments, and (4) mechanics 

 

Rules for the 2014 Competition 

Papers may be submitted by the undergraduate student or nominated by faculty.  Whether the submis-

sion is from student or faculty the submission must include the name and contact information of a fac-

ulty sponsor from their institution.    

 

♦  Each paper must be accompanied by a cover letter requesting consideration. The letter must 

include the title of the paper, author(s) of the paper, the school affiliation, mailing address,  

email address and the telephone number of the author(s). 

♦  The maximum length of an eligible paper shall be 20 double-spaced pages of text, not counting 

abstract, references, tables, and figures. 

♦  Papers may be co-authored with a maximum of three student authors, but not by graduate stu-

dents or faculty. 

♦  Papers must not have been submitted for publication prior to submission for this competition. 

 

 

To receive full recognition for participation, submissions must meet deadlines, and follow instructions 

posted  here and on the website.  Participants must also present their papers at the 2014 meetings in 

Mobile AL (November 5-8, 2014). 

 

Papers (in word or rtf format) should be submitted by email to Dr. Shelly A. McGrath at smcgrath@uab.edu  

by July 31, 2014.  
 

If you have any questions regarding the competition, please contact Dr. McGrath by email or by phone at (205-934-
8503. 
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The Mid South Sociological Association Scholarship Committee is 

pleased to announce the 
 

Stanford Lyman Memorial Scholarship 
($1,000.00) 

 

Eligibility requirements: 

 
1. Ph.D. candidate working on a dissertation in sociological theory, symbolic interaction, 

race relations, law, or ethics. 

 

1. Applicant must be receiving the degree from an institution within the MSSA member 

states (see http://www.midsouthsoc.org/ for more information) or from an institution 

which has active MSSA student/faculty memberships. 
 

Submission information: 

 
1. Each applicant is to submit the following: 

 

 Letter of introduction which includes a brief discussion of how the applicant’s work 

reflects Stanford Lyman’s tradition within sociology 

 Description of dissertation research project, such as a research proposal – approxi-

mately 5 pages, 

 Letter of support from the applicant’s dissertation committee chair which evaluates 

the dissertation project, 

 Timetable for completion of the dissertation and degree, and 

 Current vitae. 

 

2. Deadline July 31, 2014. The scholarship will be announced at the fall MSSA conference 

banquet, but the committee does reserve the right not to award the scholarship in any giv-

en year. 

 

3. Applications may be sent electronically to the scholarship coordinator at the following ad-

dress: 

 

Dr. David Knottnerus 

Chair of the Stanford Lyman Scholarship Committee 

david.knottnerus@okstate.edu 
 

 

MID-SOUTH SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 

http://www.midsouthsoc.org/


The Stanford M. Lyman Distinguished Book Award 
Deadline: June 1, 2014 

 

The Stanford M. Lyman Distinguished Book Award was established in memory of Stan Lyman in or-

der to honor MSSA members whose recently published work makes a significant contribution to the 

field of sociology. Please consider nominating yourself or one of your colleagues for this prestigious 

award. Keep in mind the following: 

 One of the authors must be a current member in the Mid-South Sociological Association, 

and must have been a member for at least three years. 

 The book must be an original work (and can be sole authored or co-authored). 

 The work must have been published within the last three years (thus a book published in 

2011 or later is eligible). 

 Textbooks and edited editions are not eligible. 

 

Be sure to include the following in your nomination: 

♦ The complete citation for the book (author/s, date published, title, publisher) 

♦ Author/s contact information (email, affiliation, phone number). 

♦ A brief description of the book and why you believe it should be nominated. 

 

The publisher, author, or individual who makes the nomination should provide a copy of the nomi-

nated book to each member of the selection committee.  

Nominations should be sent (via email) to the committee chair:  

Dr. David G. LoConto, (New Mexico State University) dloconto@nmsu.edu 

Copies of the nominated book should be sent to the each of the four committee members at the 

following addresses:  

Dr. David LoConto; Department of Sociology, MSC 3WSP, New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, 

NM 88-003-8001 

Dr. Dennis L. Peck; 91 Arcadia Drive, Tuscaloosa, AL 35404 

Dr. Erin L. Rider, Department of Sociology and Social Work, Jacksonville State University, Jackson-

ville, AL 36265 

Dr. Allison Vetter, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Henderson State Univesity, 1100 

Henderson Street, Arkadelphia, AR 71999 

 

Note: The deadline for submitting a book for consideration by the Book Selection Committee is 

June 1, 2014.  

MID-SOUTH SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 


